
5-8 Reading List 
Summer Quest: Libraries 
Rock! 

 

Title: Goodbye Stranger 
Author: Rebecca Stead 
Bridge is an accident survivor who's wondering why she's still alive. 
Emily has new curves and an almost-boyfriend who wants a certain 
kind of picture. Tabitha sees through everybody's games—or so she 
tells the world. The three girls are best friends with one rule: No 
fighting. Can it get them through seventh grade?  
This year everything is different for Sherm Russo as he gets to know 
Bridge Barsamian. What does it mean to fall for a girl—as a friend?  
On Valentine's Day, an unnamed high school girl struggles with a 
betrayal. How long can she hide in plain sight? 

 

Title: Scythe 
Author: Neal Shusterman 
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity has 
conquered all those things, and has even conquered death. Now scythes 
are the only ones who can end life—and they are commanded to do so, 
in order to keep the size of the population under control. 
 
Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that 
neither wants. These teens must master the “art” of taking life, 
knowing that the consequence of failure could mean losing their own.  

 

Title: Refugee 
Author: Alan Gratz 
Three different kids. 
One mission in common: ESCAPE. 
 
Josef is a Jewish boy in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of 
concentration camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound 
for the other side of the world… 
 
Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her 
country, she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety and 
freedom in America… 
 
Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by 
violence and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward 
Europe… 
 
All three young people will go on harrowing journeys in search of 
refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers–from drownings to 
bombings to betrayals. But for each of them, there is always the hope of 
tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by 
continents and decades, surprising connections will tie their stories 



together in the end. 

 

Title: Notorious RBG: Young Readers Edition 
Author: Irin Carmon & Shana Knizhinik 
You can't spell truth without Ruth. 
Only Ruth Bader Ginsburg can judge me. 
The Ruth will set you free. 
 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has become an icon to 
millions. Her tireless fight for equality and women’s rights has 
inspired not only great strides in the workforce but has impacted the 
law of the land. And now, perfect for a younger generation, comes an 
accessible biography of this fierce woman, detailing her searing 
dissents and powerful jurisprudence. 

This entertaining and insightful young readers’ edition mixes pop 
culture, humor, and expert analysis for a remarkable account of the 
indomitable Ruth Bader Ginsburg: Heroine. Trailblazer. Pioneer. 
 

 

Title: Thornhill 
Author: Pam Smy 
1982: Mary is a lonely orphan at the Thornhill Institute For Children at 
the very moment that it's shutting its doors. When her few friends are 
all adopted or re-homed and she's left to face a volatile bully alone, her 
revenge will have a lasting effect on the bully, on Mary, and on 
Thornhill itself. 
 
2016: Ella has just moved to a new town where she knows no one. From 
her room on the top floor of her new home, she has a perfect view of 
the dilapidated, abandoned Thornhill Institute across the way, where 
she glimpses a girl in the window. Determined to befriend the girl, Ella 
resolves to unravel Thornhill's shadowy past.  

 

Title: Lucky Broken Girl 
Author: Ruth Behar 
Based on the author's childhood in the 1960s, a young Cuban-Jewish 
immigrant girl is adjusting to her new life in New York City when her 
American dream is suddenly derailed.  
 
Ruthie Mizrahi and her family recently emigrated from Castro's Cuba 
to New York City. Just when she's finally beginning to gain confidence 
in her mastery of English and enjoying her reign as her 
neighborhood's hopscotch queen, a horrific car accident leaves her in a 
body cast and confined her to her bed for a long recovery. As Ruthie's 
world shrinks because of her inability to move, her powers of 
observation and her heart grow larger. She comes to understand how 
fragile life is, how vulnerable we all are as human beings, and how 
friends, neighbors, and the power of the arts can sweeten even the 
worst of times. 



 

Title: The Stars Beneath Our Feet 
Author: David Barclay Moore 
It's Christmas Eve in Harlem, but twelve-year-old Lolly Rachpaul and 
his mom aren't celebrating. They're still reeling from his older 
brother's death in a gang-related shooting just a few months earlier. 
Then Lolly's mother's girlfriend brings him a gift that will change 
everything: two enormous bags filled with Legos. Lolly's always loved 
Legos, and he prides himself on following the kit instructions exactly. 
Now, faced with a pile of building blocks and no instructions, Lolly 
must find his own way forward.  
His path isn't clear--and the pressure to join a "crew," as his brother 
did, is always there. When Lolly and his friend are beaten up and 
robbed, joining a crew almost seems like the safe choice. But building a 
fantastical Lego city at the community center provides Lolly with an 
escape--and an unexpected bridge back to the world.  

 

Title: The First Rule of Punk 
Author: Celia C. Perez 
There are no shortcuts to surviving your first day at a new school--you 
can't fix it with duct tape like you would your Chuck Taylors. On Day 
One, twelve-year-old Malu (Maria Luisa, if you want to annoy her) 
inadvertently upsets Posada Middle School's queen bee, violates the 
school's dress code with her punk rock look, and disappoints her 
college-professor mom in the process. Her dad, who now lives a 
thousand miles away, says things will get better as long as she 
remembers the first rule of punk: be yourself.  
 
The real Malu loves rock music, skateboarding, zines, and Soyrizo 
(hold the cilantro, please). And when she assembles a group of 
like-minded misfits at school and starts a band, Malu finally begins to 
feel at home. She'll do anything to preserve this, which includes 
standing up to an anti-punk school administration to fight for her 
right to express herself!  
 
Black and white illustrations and collage art throughout make The First 
Rule of Punk a perfect pick for fans of books like Roller Girl and online 
magazines like Rookie. 

 

Title: Hello, Universe 
Author: Erin Entrada Kelly  
In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas 
is shy and kindhearted and feels out of place in his loud and boisterous 
family. Valencia Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly 
lonely, and loves everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a 
self-proclaimed psychic, whose little sister Gen is always following her 
around. And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids would just act normal 
so that he can concentrate on basketball. They aren’t friends -- at least 
not until Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at 
the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an 
epic quest to find the missing Virgil. Through luck, smarts, bravery, 
and a little help from the universe, a rescue is performed, a bully is put 
in his place, and friendship blooms. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8343921.Erin_Entrada_Kelly


 

Title: Blackbird Fly 
Author: Erin Entrada Kelly  
Future rock star, or friendless misfit? That’s no choice at all. In this 
debut tween novel, twelve-year-old Apple grapples with being 
different; with friends and backstabbers and following her dreams. 
 
Apple has always felt a little different from her classmates. She and her 
mother moved to Louisiana from the Philippines when she was little, 
and her mother still cooks Filipino foods, makes mistakes with her 
English, and chastises Apple for becoming “too American.” It becomes 
unbearable in middle school, when the boys—the stupid, stupid 
boys—in Apple’s class put her name on the Dog Log, the list of the 
most unpopular girls in school. When Apple’s friends turn on her and 
everything about her life starts to seem weird and embarrassing, Apple 
turns to music. If she can just save enough to buy a guitar and learn to 
play, maybe she can change herself. It might be the music that saves 
her . . . or it might be her two new friends, who show how special she 
really is.  

 

Title: Roller Girl 
Author: Victoria Jamieson 
Twelve-year-old Astrid has always done everything with her best 
friend Nicole. So when Astrid signs up for roller derby camp, she 
assumes Nicole will too. But Nicole signs up for dance camp with a new 
friend instead, and so begins the toughest summer of Astrid's life. 
There are bumps and bruises as Astrid learns who she is without 
Nicole...and what it takes to be a strong, tough roller girl.  

 

Title: Clayton Byrd Goes Underground 
Author: Rita Williams-Garcia 
Clayton feels most alive when he’s with his grandfather, Cool Papa 
Byrd, and the band of Bluesmen—he can’t wait to join them, just as 
soon as he has a blues song of his own. But then the unthinkable 
happens. Cool Papa Byrd dies, and Clayton’s mother forbids Clayton 
from playing the blues. And Clayton knows that’s no way to live. 
 
Armed with his grandfather’s brown porkpie hat and his harmonica, he 
runs away from home in search of the Bluesmen, hoping he can join 
them on the road. But on the journey that takes him through the New 
York City subways and to Washington Square Park, Clayton learns 
some things that surprise him. 

 

Title: Flying Lessons & Other Stories 
Author: edited by Ellen Oh 
Whether it is basketball dreams, family fiascos, first crushes, or new 
neighborhoods, this bold anthology—written by the best children’s 
authors—celebrates the uniqueness and universality in all of us. 
 
In a partnership with We Need Diverse Books, industry giants Kwame 
Alexander, Soman Chainani, Matt de la Peña, Tim Federle, Grace Lin, 
Meg Medina, Walter Dean Myers, Tim Tingle, and Jacqueline Woodson 
join newcomer Kelly J. Baptist in a story collection that is as humorous 
as it is heartfelt. This impressive group of authors has earned among 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8343921.Erin_Entrada_Kelly


them every major award in children’s publishing and popularity as 
New York Times bestsellers. 
 
From these distinguished authors come ten distinct and vibrant 
stories. 

 

Title: Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth 
Author: Frank Cottrell Boyce 

The Blythes are a big, warm, rambunctious family who live on a small 

farm and sometimes foster children. Now Prez has come to live with 

them. But, though he seems cheerful and helpful, he never says a word. 

Then one day Prez answers the door to someone claiming to be his 

relative. This small, loud stranger carries a backpack, walks with a 

swagger and goes by the name of Sputnik. 

As Prez dithers on the doorstep, Sputnik strolls right past him and 

introduces himself to everyone in the household. Prez is amazed at the 

response. The family pat Sputnik on the head, call him a good boy and 

drop food into his mouth. It seems they all think Sputnik is a dog. It's 

only Prez who thinks otherwise. 

But Prez soon finds himself having to defend the family from the chaos 

and danger unleashed by Sputnik, as household items come to life - 

like a TV remote that fast-forwards people: 'Anyone can do it, it's just 

that people don't read the instructions properly'; and a toy lightsaber 

that entertains guests at a children's party, until one of them is nearly 

decapitated by it - and Prez is going to have to use his voice to explain 

himself. 

It turns out that Sputnik is writing a guidebook to Earth called Ten 

Things Worth Doing on Earth, and he takes Prez on a journey to discover 

just those ten things. Each adventure seems to take Prez nearer to the 

heart of the family he is being fostered by. But they also take him closer 

to the day that he is due to leave them forever . . . 

 

Title: Auma’s Long Run 
Author:  Eucabeth Odhiambo 
In her small Kenyan village, she's a track star with big dreams. A track 
scholarship could allow her to attend high school and maybe even 
become a doctor someday. But a strange new sickness called AIDS is 
ravaging the village, and when her father becomes ill, Auma's family 
needs her help at home. 
 
Soon more people are getting sick -- even dying -- and no one seems 
to know why. Now Auma faces a choice. She can either quit school and 
go to work to support her struggling family...or leave her loved ones 
behind to pursue her own future.  
 



Auma knows her family is depending on her. But leaving might be the 
only way to find the answers to her questions about this new disease. 

 

Title: More Girls Who Rocked the World: 
Heroines from Ada Lovelace to Misty Copeland 
Author: Michelle R. McCann 
From the inspiring author of Girls Who Rocked the World comes another 
comprehensive collection of true, inspiring profiles of successful 
young women throughout history who made their mark on the world 
before turning twenty. 
 
Young women today crave strong, independent role models to look to 
for motivation. In the follow-up to the bestseller Girls Who Rocked the 
World, More Girls Who Rocked the World offers a fun and uplifting 
collection of influential stories with forty-five more movers and 
shakers who made a difference before turning twenty. 
 
From Annie Oakley and Queen Victoria to Malala Yousafzai and 
Adele—each with her own incredible story of how she created 
life-changing opportunities for herself and the world—you’ll get to 
know these capable queens of empires and courageous icons of 
entertainment. Also included are profiles of gutsy teenagers who are 
out there rocking the world right now and personal aspirations from 
today’s young women. 

 

Title: It’s your world: Get informed, get inspired, 
and get going!  
Author: Chelsea Clinton 
In a book that tackles the biggest challenges facing us today, Chelsea 
Clinton combines facts, charts, photographs and stories to give readers 
a deep understanding of the world around them—and how anyone can 
make a difference. With stories about children and teens who have 
made real changes big and small—in their families, their 
communities, in our country and across the world—this book will 
inspire readers of all ages to do their part to make our world a better 
place. 
 
In addition to informing and inspiring readers about topics including 
Poverty, Homelessness, Food Insecurity, Access to Education, Gender 
Equality, Epidemics, Non-Communicable Diseases, Climate Change, 
and Endangered Species, this book encourages everyone to get going! 
With suggestions and ideas for action, Chelsea Clinton shows readers 
that the world belongs to every single one of us, and every one of us 
counts. 
 
You can make a difference. You can make a change. It’s your world. 



 

Title: Zen Pencils: Inspirational Quotes for Kids 
Author: Gavin Aung Than 
Explorers like Amelia Earhart and Chris Hadfield. Pioneers like Marie 
Curie and Margaret E. Knight.  Modern icons like John Green and the 
Dalai Lama. 
  
These are only a few of the trailblazers you’ll meet in this collection of 
cartoons and quotes. Let their words of wisdom lead you to greatness, 
reflection, and discovery. Each inspiring quote is transformed into a 
compelling story that unfolds before your eyes. Follow the illustrated 
adventures of dragon slayers, warrior monks, ballet dancers, and 
professional wrestlers—all while hearing from some of the great 
voices of our past and present. 

 

Title: Sorta Like A Rock Star 
Author: Matthew Quick 
Amber Appleton lives in a bus. Ever since her mom's boyfriend kicked 
them out, Amber, her mom, and her totally loyal dog, Bobby Big Boy 
(aka Thrice B) have been camped out in the back of Hello Yellow (the 
school bus her mom drives). Still, Amber, the self-proclaimed princess 
of hope and girl of unyielding optimism, refuses to sweat the bad stuff. 
But when a fatal tragedy threatens Amber's optimism—and her way of 
life, can Amber continue to be the rock star of hope? With an oddball 
cast of characters, and a heartwarming, inspiring story, this novel 
unveils a beautifully beaten-up world of laughs, loyalty, and 
hard-earned hope. 

 


